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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Title: Anatomy of a discovery – cuprous bromide/methyl formate catalysed methoxylation of bromoaromatics
General Comments from Reviewer: - The article is well-structured and scientifically rigorous, with strong experimental findings and industrial relevance. To enhance clarity and impact, it could benefit from a clearer research gap, more quantitative comparisons, reaction schemes, and expanded discussion on industrial applications and future directions.
· Adding a concise abstract summarizing the key points and including relevant keywords would enhance the article's accessibility and impact.
· The introduction effectively explains the industrial importance of the research, but it could benefit from a clearer articulation of the research gap. Expanding on why previous methoxylation methods were inefficient or impractical in industrial settings will strengthen the study's justification. Consider adding more references to prior studies that attempted similar reactions to establish how your approach is novel.
· While the methodology is well-documented, adding a reaction scheme or process flow diagram could improve clarity, especially for industrial readers who may want a visual representation of the synthetic route.
· The manuscript explains the choice of cuprous bromide, but further justification of why cupric salts and chlorinated aromatics failed would help provide deeper insights into the reaction mechanism.
· The discussion on steric effects and electron density is strong, but adding a mechanistic diagram of the proposed cuprous ion-methyl formate complex would visually support the explanation.
· The conclusion effectively summarizes the study’s findings but could be improved by briefly discussing potential industrial applications beyond TMBA synthesis, such as broader applications of the methoxylation strategy.
The article can be published after major revision.



